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Mor phological Study for Pteridophyte Salvinia natans (L .)

Buthaina Abdul Aziz Hasan Al-Mgadami , Layla Abdul Wahab Sheikh Hussein
Department of Biology, College of Education - 1bn-Al-Haitham, University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract

During a Period of four seasons, samples of Salvinia natans (L.) were collected from Iragi swamps or
marshes particularly from Al-Hammash swamp in Theyqgar province.

The results indicated that these samples were grow in an environment similar to that in marshes at Baghdad
province for four different seasons.

For the first time, the plants were subjected to the following extensive studies:

Morphological investigations. The Sporophyte stage was composed of a rhizome stem and leaves, with lack
of roots, the average length of the stem and lateral branches was 12cm.

The stem was composed of nodes and internodes, the average length of internode was 1.4cm. The leaves
were arranged in triplesin each node. The leaves were of two kinds:-

Floating leaves have an oval and boat - like leaves averaged 2-3 in each node, opposite or whorled with reticulate
venation and average length of 1.4cm and 1cm width, it were borne on a short pedicel which had an average length
of 0.4cm.

Submerged leaves were covered with water, numbering 1-2, partioned into 13-23 filiform branches. The
average length of these branches were 8cm, they were borne on an 0.5cm peduncle. The submerged leaves
replace the missing roots.

The sporocarps which were formed twice in a year were dioecious, and are globe-shaped, borne on the end of
the petiole of the submerged |leaves betweenitsfiliform branches through a short peduncle of length 0.2cm.
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